CHAP‘I'ER 11:
Sentinel Events

Those cases of preventable disease, disability, or untimely death that could have been
avoided if appropriate and timely medical care or preventive services were provided are known
as sentinel events. This chapter contains information on sentinel events such as vaccine
preventable illness and work-related deaths. Sentinel events may help a community to identify
problems in the health system such as inadequate vaccine coverage, lack of appropriate screening
or preventive services, or introduction of a new infection or agent to the community.

Source: Mobilizing for Action through Planning and
Partnerships (MAPP), Community Health Indicators,
National Association of City and County Health Officials and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

VACCINE PREVENTABLE DISEASE

¢ Vaccines are available for all of the disease shown below, so any cases that are seen may
indicate a vaccine coverage issue in the community.

Fig. 11.1 Number of Cases of Vaccine Preventable Disease, Genesee County, 2003
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Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System

WORK-RELATED DEATHS

¢ In 2003, there were 5 work-related deaths in Genesee County. There were 3 such deaths in
2002, and 1 in 2001.

Source: Genesee County Health Department
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